- 
LY 6 "ITY SL 


| Towands rendering the 

Various Expoſitions | 
ON THE 

CHURCH CATECHISM 


"MORE. _ 
wu, — Chis of Ca 


SH J. Bradenell, ; i W. hs 
At ih ſe in Ladgate-ſtreet, 1 . 


3 


4 — 
. x * ALL y % "1 9 we 


| 928toyT onT 


Hamed ws rides (ne avs AR 
-xI Holle * d Wdig 3nd Tint} ano. , 
V 2.40 Ane © Ad d no enoiiilog 
a4 e donde” bh , eK but voip 
ae nl po bl ue e: Wa * 
N A NUV A n WAN, 
u wo wu yo gy aher! $ INS { 
wh - nord "Da NN I Wc A WI 
A wal bay eb) wt e Donhyne ion 7 
24 V Nd V r 13 
COLOUR, vi OE OTE ES IIS 
üben! \ FREE Dy) 93, 9693) 4p Indi) Gt! 
* N ben * 8 y * ry Iv 
e i A neee N V 2A Do M ao) 
eh nn det bis Alen 
£4, Wen e 8 80 ix bed wat werk. 
n A als * 8 0 N an een be 
| EI ton, WMW | 
N \ \2\ kind, pd” 8 Dean WY 8 nen * | 
IF Jak N esch 40 NIN 81 le 
X 5 wh k V TIT vi by © hy Achern It Nd. 
DD Sul vi bak 5 4 ON een | 
1 dv \o i233 vers wand wats * 
„ T3, 20v os S\ybayd $1.1, 0), GL ani tos * 
| 25 Wir WN 45 Nah nen u d 
| een ce i n fi Ge x 1 
Van 8 N Ant . RED WF Gar n” 
17% on * cathy NY MATURT: i 20 OS | 
"£2 oF ws. roma * eral, Jain f Nr J 


oo” - — * 


S in — — 


— ———4ñ—) — — — 2 — 
— 


8 „12. 


2 


„ „ 


— 


o 


+ W A N | | 
N  "*% 3 . X. 1 4 l 
A. * i 


\ 


* 


: „„ e 4 * be of +4 „ „„ n 


2 


their Children at home to learn ſuc 
ons, renders it farther neceſſary for us 10 con- 


bring them to reap the 
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PREFACE 


_ thi Chinin proceed with ae chores 
For lr oy rot mag hs 
1 moſt highly material that Chrytians fhould 
" be rel therein, ſo it appeares to me to. 

be of very great tonſequence, that” Childrex 
Should recerve thi as their firft Notion of Chri. 
ſtianity; That. the whole of it m4 Covenant = 
between God aud Man, in bis ineſtima. 
he Bleſſings are 70 bf booed , on 10 
ot ber Terms than the hi ee /axce, 

Faith and Obedience. Io perform which Con- 


ditions, we ſhall be e ed of God 
. by the means of Prayer, an bee ® 


Ibs is that Scheme of af ty which our 
Catechiſm does moft manife hy, pros: Hy 1 
I y in the Preliminary Queſtions and An 

| Andrhis 1 rake for many Reaſons offer d in The ” 
Introductory Diſcourſe ro Catetchetical In 
ſtruckion, 1 be the beſt View * EE... | 
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iy X a is your Name: 


to 5 the Rea en thereof? 
An. It is 


feſſion into which I was liſted under that very 
Name: And tolive up to the Conditions of which 


Chriſt, or who is called by a Chriſtian Name, 
part from Iniquity, 2 Tim. 2. 19. 


8 ou ſhould throughly underſtand that Covenant 
n Allen you have made with God. Does your 
un 1 you in that Matter? 
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Qu. . The © Nate which is here ask d you, "4 
your Chriſtian Name: And what do you take 


mind me of that Holy Covenant in 
which 1 was enter d, and of that Chriſtian Pro- 


Covenant, I am therefore under the ſtricteſt Obli- 
gations imaginable, according to that of the A- 
polls Let every one that nameth the Name 0 Z Wks 


2s. It 3s of the higheſt conſequence ſurely, that © 
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Ax. Yes: And that too in a moſt excellent 
Method, both generally gr In the 

Preliminary, or four firſt Queltions and Anſwers, 
is given a general Knowledge of the nature, and 
other things pertaining to the Covenant of Grace. 
Of the Nature of it, vis. The Terms, the Impor- 
tance, and Original thereof; by whoſe Mediation 
it was 9 ; how I have been call'd into this 


State of Salvation; and the innnite Reaſon I have 


to thank God tor the ſame. | 3s 
2. So far you are Inſtructed in thoſe preli- 
minary, or firſt Queſtions and Anſwers in what per- 
tains to the nature of the Covenant. Is there 
any thing farther that they give you to under- 
Hand concerning it? | | 48 
An. Yes. They inform me by what Sacrament, 


4 er Solęmnity, I enter 'd into it a what vaſt Obli- 
| 


I. pations do lie upon me to be fai 
Is by what Means I ſhall be enabled to per- 
form it. And that I may not be ignorant of any 
thing of Circumſtance pertaining to it; they let 
me know, that, as in my 1 14 I enter d into it, 
io that by my Gad. Fathers and God motbers it was, 
that ] have been initiated therein. e BG 
, What is the nature of that Covenant into 
which you have Liſted your ſelf under that Chri- 
fan Name, which you have given in unto me? 
EL 4x. Ic is an Accommodatſon, or an Agreement 
EF. made through the Mediation of Jeſus Chill, the 
Son of God, betwixt his Father and the rebellions 
Sons of Adam, who Renouncing the Party of 
& Daran, return back to him their rightful Lord; 
& which Accommodation confiſts of moſt ineſtimable 
= Benefits and Privileges aſſurd unto ſuch by God, 
on certain very reaſonable Conditions to 
form by Man. God bath reconciled 6 ant 


thiul in it; and 
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72 
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Wo 
fell by Feſus Chriſt, 2 Cor. 5. 19. And this a 
the Covenant, or Terms of Reconciliation, that 
ill make wi th them. in thoſe days. ſaith the Lord 
I wil! put my Laus into their Minds, and write 
then in their Hearts: And I will be to them « 
God, and they ſhall be to me a People. I will b 
merciful to their Unrighteouſneſs, and their Sin 
and Iniguities will I remember no more, Heb. 8 
10, 12. 
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LESSON H. 


. H E Covenant of Grace which you 
are taught in your Catechiſm, con- 

' filts of Mercies and Privileges conferr'd upon us 
by God, and of (anditions to be perfotmed b 
12 What are the Mercies on God's part en- 
ur d unto us in this Covenant?! 1 
An. They are theſe Three: Firſt, Thereby, as 
by Charter, we are made Members of Christ, 
Secondly, Children of God. And Third/y, In- 
herirors of the kingdom of Heaven, 1 
Q. What mean you by a Member of Chriſt? 
An. It is to be one of Chriſt's Church, or a 
Part of that Myſtical Body of which our Lord 
Jeſus is the Head: Thus, C“. I. 18. He # the 
Head of the Body, the Church. And Eph. 5. 3% 
We are Members of bis Body, of is . h, and ef 
on 72 VHC POD 20 5 1 1. 
Qu. What kind of Body is the Church of Chriſt 
Ax. It is a Myſtical Body, or a fort of a Body; 
* conlilting of a Governour and Governed. 
Such as is the Body of a People ſubject to one 
So veraign Prince, their Head. and Renouncing all 


! 
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Ar. Yes: And that too ina moſt excellent 


4 


my 


* 


b Method, both 8 and 1 In the 
f 
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is given a general Knowledge of the nature, and 
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other things pertaining to the Covenant of Grace. 
Of the Nature of it, vis, The Terms, the Impor- 
tance, and Original thereof; by whoſe Mediation 
It was nr Res. ; how have been call'd into this 


State of Salvation; and the innnite Reaſon I have 
to thank God tor the ſame. 99 7 


24. So far you are Inſtructed in thoſe preli- 
minary,or firſt Queſtions and Anſwers in what per- 
tains to the nature of the Covenant. Is there 


any thing farther that they give you to under - 
and concerning it? | 


An. Yes. They inform me by what Sacrament, 


© or Solemnity, I enter'd into it; what vaſt Obli- 
7 faſchful in it; and 
by what Means I ſhall be enabled to per- 
form it. And that I may not be ignorant of any 
thing of Circumſtance pertaining to it;; they let 
me know, that, as in my Infancy I enter d into it, 
lo chat by my God. Fathers and God 

that I have been initiated therein. 


tions do lie upon me to be 


mothers it was, 


, What is the nature of that Covenant into 


which you have Liſted your ſelf under that Chri- 
© ſian Name, which you have given in unto me? 


Ax. It is an Accommodation,or an Agreement 


"1 made through the Mediation of Jeſus Chriſt, the 
Son of God, betwixt his Father and the rebellions 
Sons of Adam, who Renouncing the Party of 


Saran, return back to him their rightful Lord; 


which Accommodation conſiſts of moſt ineſtimable 

Benefits and Privileges aſſurd unto ſuch by God, 
on Certain very reatonable Conditions to | per . 

Jorm'd by Man. God bath reconciled us unt 
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Tell. I. Church Catechiſm. ” '=Y 
ſelf by Feſus Chriſt, 2 Cor.5. 19. And this af 


Gol, and they ſhall be to me d Prople. I will b | 
' merciful to their Unrighteouſneſs, and their Sinsfi 


10, 12. 
| LESSON II. 
Le. HE Covenant of Grace which you 
ir /4+ [ALS taught in your Ca techiſm, con- 
ſiſts of Mercies and Privileges conferr'd upon us 


politick, conſiſting of a Governour and Governed:F 
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the Covenant, or Terms of Reconciliation, that 
will make with them: in thoſe days. faith the LordM 
I bill put ny Laws into their Minds, and triff 
them in their Hearts: And I will be to them ff 


and Iniquities will I remember no more, Heb, 8 


by God, and of Conditions to be performed by 
1 What are the Mercies on God's part en- 
ur'd unto us in this Covenant? 4% 
An. They are theſe Three: Firſt, Thereby, 28 
by Charter, we are made Members of Chris, 
Secondly, Children of God. And Third!/y, In- 
herirors of the kingdom of Heaven. 
Nu. What mean youby a Member of Chriſt? 
An. It is to be one of Chriſt's Church, or a 
Part of that Myſtical Body of which our Lord 
Jeſus is the Head. Thus, C. I. 18. He is the 
Head of the Boly, the Church. And * 5.30.4 


„ and off 
bis Bones. | 1 


Qu. What kind of Body is che Church of Chrift2Y 
Ax. It is a Myſtical Body, or a fort of a Body, 


uch as is the Body of a People ſubject to one 
Scveraign Prince, their Head. and Renouncing all 
mannzt of Obcdieccz 0 his Enemies, Accordinel 


415 "2 Expojeron of the TAI. 
Eto which Notion, the Church is a Society of 
Men called forth by Jeſus Chriſt, che Captain of 
eur Salvation, Heb. 2. 10. out of the wicked 
World, profeſſing all due Allegiance to him, and 
Frenouncing the Devil and his Aſſociates, as his 
utter Enemies, Thus St. Peter, 1 Pet. 2. 9, 10. 
ſpeaking of the Church, ſays, It zs a 1 
Generation, a Holy Nation, a Peculiar, or a Pur- 
Hy chaſed People, that they ſhould ſhew Jah 7b 
Praiſes of him who bath called them out of Dark- 
"neſs into bis marvellous Ligbt ; which in time paſt 
were not a People, but are now the People of 64 


= 


| 24. It appears then, that the Church of Chriſt 
is a ſpiritual Kingdom, put up by God in the 
World, on * to reduce Man to a due Allegi- 
ance to his Maker, and ſo to deſtroy the Kingdom 
of Satan, which he had ſo long uſurp'd over 
Mankind. Pray, what is it to be a Member of 
chis Church? | „ 
An. A Member then of Chriſt's Church, is 
every one who hath been duly enter'd into this 
vifible Society of Men, Renouncing the Devil, 
and Profeſſing themſelves the Servants of God. 
And ſo he is one whom God bas delivered from 
= the Power of Darkneſs; and has tranſlated into 
be Kingdom of bis dear Son, Col. 1. 13. 
22. What now are the Privileges which you, 
above all others, enjoy, who are the Members of 
& Chriſt's Church? WY TOE, 
An. The /ir/t Privilege which belongs to us, as 
ſuch, is a moſt excellent Body of Religious Laws 
and Ordinances, far more excellent than what 
either Fews or Gentiles had before enjoy'd, ap- 
pointed us by Chriſt, our ſupream Head and Go- 
vernour, as the Rule by which we muſt walk in 
our way to Heaven. Heb. 8.7, 8, 9, 10. Finding 
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Le. . Church Catechſm. _ of 
Fault with the firſt Covenant, be ſaith, Behold 
the days come, ſaith the Lord, when I will make a 
new Covenant with the Houſe of Iſrael, not ac: 
cording to the Covenant that I made with their lf 
Fathers in the day when I took them by the Hand, ff 
o lead them out of the Land of Egypt. For this 


q 
9 
el 
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is the Covenant that 1 will make with them in thoſe i 
days, faith the Lord ; 1 will put my Laws into if 
their Minds, and will write them in their Hearts, 
It is a. Law moſt agreeable to the very Nature 
and belt Reaſon of Man, which we now enjoy. 
. What is the ſecond Privilege which you 
enjoy as a Wember of that Body, of which zi 
Chriſt is the Head ? 4 e , fee 4 
An. A ſufficient meaſure of Divine Grace and 
Aſſiſtance derived down upon us from him our ll 
Myſtical Head; and conveyed by his Holy Ordi- | fl 


* 


nances, to enable us to conform our ſelves to his 
Religion, and to obey his Laws. For as in the i a 
Natural 6 every part partakes of Life, and 
Senſe, and Motion, on e Head; ſo we, by ut 
being Baptized Members, of Chriſt, derive Grace I 
and Help from him our Head, from whom. all the 
Body, by..- Foints and Bande, having Nouriſhment 
miniſtred, and 24 together, encreaſeth with the 
Encreaſe of God, Col. 2. 199. M8 
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Mercies on God's part, made over un- 

to us in the Covenant of Grace, is, That we are 
mache Children of God. Pray what do you mean 
5 by a Child ot Nee 


T / 


16 
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bandons the Party of Satan, and comes into Co- 
enant with God, is a Child of God. So 2 Cr · 
. 17, 18. Come out from amongſt them, and be 
Ik ſeparate, ſaith the Lord, and touch not the un. 
= thing, and I will recerve you. And I will 
ea Father unto you, and ye ſhall be my Sons and 
PVDargbrers, ſaith the Lord Almighty. © © 
Q.. Is this the only ground of your being Chil- 
ren of God? Is there not alſo that which ws 


Wicall a Chi/d by Adoption? e 308 
As. Yes. Adoption, both among the Jett and 
the Gentiles, was the taking in a Stranger upon 
the Want or Loſs of Natural Iſſue, into the Re- 
Marion of a Child, and into the Rights and Pri- 
ileges of a Son by Nature. And in Allufion to 
is Cuſtom, upon the Fee refuſing Chriſt and 
his Goſpel, 1 whom God. bad homey all 
the Adoption of Children, Eph. 1. 5. ſuch 
Hef the Gentiles, who came into Covenant with 
Him, and ſo received him, to them, gave be Power 
of the Right and Privilege) tobe the Sons of God, 
. And what are the Privileges of being a 
hm of God? © 
A. In general they are ſuch, as an Indulgent, 
but wiſe Father, may be ſuppoſed. to allow his 
{Children beyond Aliens and Strangers. More par- 
ticularly, ih, the Forgiveneſs. of Sins upon Re- 
pentance, as the Prodigal Son was forgiven upon 
$7 returning Home to his Father, as we ſee Lyke 15. 
trom Ver.11 to the 32. A Parable ſet forth on pur- 
poſe to illuſtrate this Matter. 2d/y, Not dealing 
| 1 Sins of Infirmity; For as a 
Father pitieth his Children, even ſo the Lord pitieth 
bem that fear bim, Pfal- 103. 13. 3dh%% An eaſie 
accels in Prayer is another Privilege of Gods 
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Childten, | 17 have nor received -the Spirit of 


ted in the Inheritance of Heaven, than others. If "ih 
Children, then Heirs of God, and Fomn-Heirs with *Þ 


meant, Firſt, The Kingdom of Grace in this Life, 


fore our Saviour's Appearance, that the Kingdom 


Bleſſed are the Poor in Spirit, for theirs is the "| 


7 


* 
1 


Bondage again to fear, as under the Law, but 6 
haue receroved the Spirit of Adoption, whereby we Wi 
cry, Abba, Father, Rom. 8. 15. And the chief 
of all others is, that ſuch are more ſurely enſta- 28 


Chriſt, Rom. 8. 17. | 


|. 
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Au 'A Third of thoſe Privileges enſured un- 

| to us in the Covenant of Grace, is, To M 
be Jnhertrors of the Kingdom of Heaven. 
This is a Privilege which follows from your be- 
ing Children of God, and is indeed the Perfection 
of all God's Promiſes. But, pray, what is the 
full Importance of ir? And, Firſt, What mean 
you by the 2 of peaven?2?2;?;?: 

An. By the Ringdam of Heaven is often 


or that gracious State of the Goſpel, with ræſpect | 
to which, it was ſaid by John the Baptift, juſt be- 


of Heaven was at hand, Matt. 3. 2. But, Secondly, "Wi 
In our Catechiſm, that which is more dir 'Þ 
meant thereby, is, the Kingdom of Glory, or 
that exalted State of Bliſs in the Life to come. 


Nu. What is it to be an Jnheritor of the King IM 
8 N | _ 
An, An Juheritox, or Heir, is one who has 2 
Legal Claim or Title to an Eftare, enſur d unt> WM 
him by Covenant, And accordingly, an Jnherito.. 


r Kingdom of Heaven, is one who has the like 
© Enfurance of the 0 . Glories of Heaven 
conveyed unto him by the Covenant of Grace. 
© Bleſſed are they that do his Commandments,that they 
may have Right to the Tree of Life, and may enter in 
F7brozeb the Gate into the City, Rev. 22. 14. And 
| To likewiſe upon Repentance, If we confeſs our Sins, 
God is faithful and juſt: Or as one in Faithfulneſs 
and juſtice bound, ſince he hath ſo Covenanted 
with us, he will forgive xs our Sins, and cleanſe 
z from all Unrighteouſneſs, 1 Joh. 1.8, 9. | 
Qu. This does indeed ar firſt fight ſeem to be 
an ineſtimable Privilege, But far the fuller un- 
derſtanding thereof, pray let's know diſtinctly 
what is the Advantage of having, as it were, a 
| 41cgal Claim and Title to the Kingdom of Heaven 
An. Firſt, This in it ſelf is a very great Privi- 
lege, fince one, who is in Covenant with God, is 
thereby made an Jnheritor of tbe Kingdom 7 
Heaven, and fo, with a full &ffurance, may rely 
upon the infallible Promiſe of him who cannot 
fe, to make good the fame unto him. I have 
bh 128 the Faith, benceforth there is laid up for me 
© a Crown of Righteouſneſs,which Ged, the Righteoss 
"Fudge, ſhall give me at that day, 2 Tim. 4. 7, 8. 
And, Second/y, This is a Singular Privilege, ſuch 
as che Heathens do not enjoy, who, upon their belt 
Performances, can have fo Aſſurance of ſuch Re 
| ward: For, ſuch depending only on the wncove 
| ranted Goodnels of God, they can promiſe them. 
' elves, at beſt, no greater Reward than what thei; 
- own Righteouſnels of ir ſelf deſerves; Which, 
| conſidering the grear mixture of Infirmity in the 
E beſt Mens Actions, falls yaſtly ſhort in pre portion 
to what is imply'd in the Ringdom of Peaven. 
| Af what tame ye were withour Chriſt, or Without 
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Den. . © Chureb Catechiſm.  —_*© 
the Pale of the Chriſtian Church, and without 
the Chriſtian Covenant, Te were Aliens from the 

Common-Wealth of Iſrael, and Strangers from the 
| Covenant and Promiſe, having no Hope, and with, || 
out God in the World, Eph. 2. 12. | 


DIY \ 


1 


a. Vo have given me a very ſatisfactoryx 
account of the Mercies of the Covenant, 
as they are contained, and taught you in theſe 
words, UMherein J was made a Member ok 
Chriſt, a Child of God, and an Juheritor of ji 
the Kingdom of Heaven, Now. it infinitely . 
concerns you throughly to underſtand the Con. 
ditions of the ſame Covenant; becauſe that unleſs WM 
you perform theſe, you will have no Title to the 
Promiſe. But, Erſt, What are theſe Condition“? 
An. Firſt, Chat I ſhould Benounce the De⸗ 
vil, and all his Morks; the Pomps and Ma- 
nity of tbig wicked TUorld; and all the ſinful 
Luſts of the Fleſh, Secondly, That J ſhould 
belteve all the Articles ofthe Chriſtian Faith, 
And, Thirdly, That J ſhould obey God's Holy 1} 


h oa and Commandments, and walk in the 
| ſam? all the days of my Life. | 


NW. What mean you by Renouncing ti De- 


af vil, and all his TUorks? Or, E, What is 
x1 che Devil, that you ſhould 0 him? 


An. The Devil is the Name of all the fallen 
Angels, whereof one is the Prince, more En- 
nently calPd the Devil. And as lie is ſtyl'd the 
Prince of the Devils, Matth. 12 24. ſo thoſe Ii 
Devils under him, are term'd, Epb. 6. 12: Princi- 
ali es, Powers, and Rulers of the Dara 


Fre me. 4 Expoſition of the © Leff. V. 
#his World, becauſe they are marſhall'd under 
him, as their Prince, who ſets up here a King- 
dom to himſelſ, in Oppoſition to God's. The 
Caſe I am given to underſtand, inſhort, is this: 


He whom we now. call the Devil, was once one 


of the moſt Glorious,if not the very Chief of the 
Angels; and having himſelf Rebell d againſt God, 
and drawn many of the Inferior Angels to join 


wirh him; ſoon after the Creation he prevailed 
upon Man alſo to Revolt from his Maker, and 


goes fill continue to tempt all Mankind to fide 
Wich him in the ſame; into which, having once 
N them, he holds them in the baſeſt Sub- 
15 ion to himſelf, and in the vile Service of Sin. 


Itinate Sinners, to do what he pleaſes. . 

- 9%. What are the Morks of the Devil? 
A. The Works ot the Devil in general are, 
af, To Sin: The Devil Sinneth from the Begin- 
ing, 1 Joh. 3.8. 2d/y, To Tempt others to fin, 
on. The. 1. 5. More particulary, his Works are, 
Fe, ſuch as are more ary oe owl againſt 
God's Authority, as Idolatry and Witchcraft. 2d/, 
Buch as expreſs more of the Devils Temper, as 
Pride and Malice; Or, 3d/y, Such as are more 
the Devils Practice than other Sins, as Murder, 


3 Lying, or Evil-ſpeaking. 
2e. 


hat is it to Renounce theſe Works of 


the Devil, which are call'd Sin? | 

An. It is to abandon and forſake every Sin, as 
being the proper Service of the Devil, and in the 
proper meaning of it, the rhrowing off God's 
Authority, and taking part with tartan againſt him: 


For, be that  commitieth Sin is of. the Devil, 1 


or which reaſon he is call'd, Eph. 2. 2. Ihe Spi- 
vit that now worketb in the Chi dren of Diſobedi- 
ence; becauſe he Governs, Rules, and Actuates ob- 
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Toh. 3. 8. More particularly, it is to abhor thoſe 


# 


his more peculiar Sins, Idolatry, Witchcraft, 
Pride, and Malice, Murder, Lying, and Evil-ſpexk- 
ing. This he muſt do that is a Child of God, 
and will be of his Side, 1 7ob. 3.9, 10. Whoſo- 
eber is born of. God, doth not commit Sin. In this 
the ChildFen of God are 2 axd the Children 


of the Devil, whoſoever doth not Righteouſneſs, is | 
Y 2 r. he that loveth not his Brother. 
Qu. You ſaid, That as Sin, ſo to Tempt others 


not of God; neithe 


to Sin, is a Work of the Devil. How is tat done? 


4 8 


An. To Tempt others to Sin, is to enforce, or 


to enſnare a Perſon into ſome Sin; which is done 


by the Devil, on purpoſe that God may be af- 


tronted, his Government deſpiſed, and that his 


Anger being kindled, the Sinner may be puniſhed ; 1 


for his Tranſgreſſion. And this is his main and. 


principal Work; for which reaſon he is called * 


[he Tempter, 1 Theſſ. 3. 5. And lite a Roaring 
Lion, is ſaid, to walk about the Earth, ſeeking 
whom be may devour, 1 Pet, 5. 8. Ws 


2%. It does infinitely concern you to acquaint 


your ſelves, by what ways and methods the De- 


vil does uſually tempt Men, Leſt. being ignorant 


of bis Devices, Satan ſhould get an Advantage | 


oder you. What are they? 


. 
- 


An. This is what I hope hereafter particularly, 4 
to be inform'd in. At preſent I am told, that they 


Such as he levels againſt the Church of Chriſt. 
34/y, Such as he points againſt th moſt eminent 
Members in the Church. And, 4zbly, againſt any 


Perſons indifterently, on purpoſe to draw them ö | | 


R ad ny 


are, 1/t. Such whereby he tempted, the while 
Race of Mankind, to draw them off from the I 


Obedience of God, to do Service to him. 24%, © 
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12 An Expoſition of the Lell. VI. 
to uſurp God's Throne, and to draw the whole 
Race: of Mankind into the ſame curſed Rebellion 
with himſelf, againſt the Majeſty of Heaven. 

u. It is undoubtedly ſo, that this is his great 
Mork, and chief Aim therein. But what then 
is it to Renounce theſe Works of the Devil, or 
theſe Temptations of his? cs; p 

An. It is to Reſiſt them all. For the Tempta- 
tions of Satan are then only properly Renounc d. 
when they are Re/iſted by us; a thing which we 

are commanded to do, Jam. 4. 7. Reſiſt the De. 

vi; as alſo, 1 Pet. 5. 9. Whom reſiſt ſtedfaſt in 

Qu. By what means ſhall you be able moſt ef 
feftually to Re/ift che Temptations of the Evil One? 

An. 1. By Sobriety. 2. By Watchfulneſs. 
Thus, 1 Pet, 5. 8, 9. Be ſober, be vigilant; be- 
cauſe your Adverſary the Devil, as aRoaring Lion, 
walketh about, ſeeking whom he may devour , whom 
reſiſt ee in the Faith, 3. By Prayer to Gad, 
to protect us from them. So Jam. 4. 8. Reſiſt 
the Devil, and he will flee from you. , Draw nigh 

t God, and be will draw nigh to hon; that is, 

pray to God, and he will come near to aſſiſt you. 
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2 FT HE Devil is chief in Rebellion againſt 
1 God, and whom therefore we ought 


chiefly to Renounce, But there are others of his 
Party, vig. the Morld and the Fleſh, And what 
L muſt you do with them? "I 


| As. 1 muſt Reounce, as the Devil and all his MY... 
Works ; ſo the Ponms and Ganity of this Wc. 
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Freer nch Catechiſm. 13 
Qu. What mean you here by the Morſu? 
An. Iſt, In general, the Creature, which, tho“ 
Good in it ſelf, and as made by God, yet by A- 
- buſe becomes hurttul to us, and the *Occafion of 
much Sin. | N, | | ; 
Au. How are you to Renounce the Creature? 
An. By not ſuffering our Affections to be roo 
cloſely engag'd to it, ſo as to neglect our great Con- 
cern, the Bufineſs of Religion. Love not the 
World, nor the things of the World: If am Man % 
13 the World, the Love of the Father is not in him, 
1 Joh. 2.15. | 9 
Au. What mean you farther by the Mord? 
An. More particularly are maent, 1/t. The Good % 
things of this World; ſuch as Riches, Honours, * 
and Pleaſures. 2d/y, The Evi things thereof; as 
Poverty, Diſgrace, and Afflictions of all ſorts. 
24, Things therein of a Middle Nature; as the } 
7 35 Callings, Conditions, and States of this 
ife. | 


0 | = 

Qu. How are you to Renounce theſe parti- 
culars of this World ? | 9 
* fo Not to let the Good things allure us; b 
nor, 2. The Evil things thereof to fright us; nor, 
3. The things of the Middle Nature, ſuch as any iſ 
Calling, or Condition of Life, to engage us to ſin |} 
againſt God, which would be to join with the 
Devil in Rebellion againſt him. e 
24. What mean you by the wicked Morld? 
An. Wicked Men of the World, or ſuch as ap- 
Prtoach neareſt to Satan in that part ot Wickedneſs, 
for which he is call'd the Wicked one, Matth. 13. 
19. and that is upon the account of his Temp-⸗ 
1 n Cf 
Ou. The wicked World then, you ſay, are ſuch Mt 
wicked Men as are not only guilty of notorious 
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Buſineſs, to corrupt, and to tempt others to fin- 


Bit how muſt you Renounte this part of the 
wicked World? | 


As. By retuling to conform our ſelves to thoſe 
witked Men, Iſt, By becoming Tempters out ſelves 
of other People; a Sin, which, as it will render 
A2 Man likeſt to the Devil; fo it is threatned with 
à heavy Judgment; Vo be unto that Mun, hy whor: 
the Offence cometh, Matth. 18. 7. 2d/y, We are 
{to renounce theſe Men, by refuſing to yield our 
= elves to be overcome by their Temptations; or 
to conform to their Examples, or their Company; 
or to be influenc'd. by their Perſwaſions, their 
Threats, or their Promiſes : Be not conform d io 
9 Wark, Rom. 12. 2. DO OT of . 
Lu. What mean you by the Pomps te 
wicked World ? - | n | 7 
An. Hereby may be meant, in theſe Days, as 
likeft to what way anciently underſtood by them. 
1ſt, Our Modern Plays, ſo full of Prophaneneſs and 
Filthineſs. 2. The Proceſſions in the Popiſh Church, 
| fo very Idolatrous, And. 3. Thoſe Revels, and 
Drunken Riots, common at Wakes and Feftivals, 
F To full of Wantonneſs and Exceis. 
2. How are theſe ro be Renouncd? 
An. 1. By abſtaining from the Flay Houſes; 
2. By not joyning in thoſe Idolatrous Proceſſions, 
tho* in not conformigg to their Idolatrous Worſhip, 
it may Endanger our Life, if weghould happen 
to Travel into Popiſh Countries: And, 3. By thun 
ning the riotous Revels of any ſort, where-evc: 


* 4. What mean you by the Clanity of 1 
© wicked World? © : ; Td 55 4 e | 

An. Firſt, Excels in Building, or Hurnitpre 
ba. eſpecially if with Uncighteous Gains . or. its 
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neglect of God's Houſe. Vo be to him that build# 
eib his Houſe by Unrighteouſneſs, and bis Chag- 
bers by Wrong ; That * his Netghbours Service! 
without Wages, and giueth him not for bis Hur: 
That ſaith, I wil! build me a wide Houſe, and 
large Chambers, and cutteth him out Windows, and 
it 1s Cieled with Cedar, and painted with Vermilion, \ 
Jer. 22. 14. Is it Time 2 you, O Te, to dwell in 
Cieled Houſes, and this Houſe lie Waſte? Hag. 1. 4. 
2dly, By the Clanity of the World, is meant, to 
aflect the uppermoſt Places, or a ſtriving for pre- 
cedence, Mark 12. 39. And, 3d!y, An affectation 
of coſtly Apparel, oy rag if to undue pur- 
poſes, as ber who met Men in tbe Attire of an Her- 1 
lat, Prov. 7. 10. | | "HE 4 
' 2x. How is Uanity in either of theſe kinds to 
be Rexownced? oj | 1 
An. By obſerving the Rules of Decency, and * 
that meaſured according to what is ſuitable to the 
Age, the Sex, or Condition; always taking the 
8 Sober and Vertuous for our Pattern in ſuch' } 
es. | A 
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Qu. 2 U have given a ſufficient Account, 
as of that great Enemy to God and 
Man, which ou arc to Renounce, viz. the Devi]; 
ſo of his Aﬀeciares, which Attack us from 
without, to force, or ſollicite us into his Service, 

namely, the wicket World. The other is an Ally i 
of his within us, the FHieſb with ite Affection, and Wi 
- Luſts, But pray what mean you by all the Sin- 


4 
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146 An Eon of the Lei. VII. 
An. The Fleſh is the whole unregenerate Na- 
| ture of Man, as it is ſpoil'd of its Original Righ- 
teouſneſs, and ſo becomes averſe to God, and that 

which is good; and prone to the Creature, and 
that which is Evil. And they that are after the Fleſh, 

do Mind the Things of the Fleſh, Rom. 8.5. Do 
mind Earthly things, Phil. 3. 19. | 

Qu. What then is it to Renotmce the / 

An. 1. To be Renew'd in the whole Frame and 
Conſtitution of our Nature, aftet the Image of 

God : Or, as the Apoſtle words it, Eph. 2. 22, 
23, 24. It is to put off, concerning our former Con- 

verſation, the old Man, which is corrupt, accor- 
ding to the deceitful Luſts; and it is tobe Renew'd 
in the Spirit of our Minds, and ta put on the New 
Man, which, according to God, is © created in Righ- 
teouſneſs, and true Holineſs. 2. It is to be con- 
verted in the whole Bent and Inclination of the 
Soul towards God. It is to love the Lord our God 
with all our Hearts, with all our Souls, with all 
our Minde, and with all our Strength, Mark 

12.30. DRY | h 

7 97 95 mean you by the Sinful Luſts / 

Ihe Tieſn £ | n | 
An. 1/t, The ſeveral Faculties of the Soul, as 
they do move downwards from God, and Heaven- 

I Things, immediately and immoderately to- 
If wards the Creature. And we muſt Renounce- 
them, by ſetting our Affeclions on Thing ca bove, and 

not on Things on the Earth, Col. 3. 2. 2dly, By 
- Sinful Luffs are meant, the inferior and bodily 

Powers, the, Affections, Luſts, and Apperites, as 
they Rebel againſt the ſuperior, the Dictates 0! 
Tight Reaſon, and the Spirit of God, carrying 
on the Will into Slavery to them. But we are 
ih. Debiors, not 10 live after tbe Fleſh, for if we live | 
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after the Fleſh, we ſhall die ;, but if u through 
the Spirit do mortifie the deeds of the Body, wwe | 
"ſhall liue; for as many as are led by the Spirit 
of * are the Sons of God, Rom. 8. 12, 13. 
Au. What is the „ apr of Renouncing 
Al the /infu! Luſts of the Fleſh ? 1 9 
An. Hereby is underſtood no leſs, than that we 
muſt Indulge no Part, nor Faculty of our Cor - 
rupted Nature, in the Tranſgreſſion of God's Com- 
mands., There muſt be no Heſbiy Luft ſuffered 
to Reign in us; for. the Wrath of God is Revea- 
led from Heaven, againſt all Ungodlineſs and Un-. 


righteouſneſs of Men, Rom. 1. 18. 
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Weſt, D your late Examinations, you have 
D given a good Account of the firſt of 
thoſe Conditions to be perform'd on your Part in 
the Covenant of Grace. The Second is; That 
you Belleve all the Articles of the Chriſtian - 
Faith, And pray what do you mean hereby ? ' 
And firſt, what by the Word Articles:? 1 
An. By them is meant, not all Truths contai- 
ned in the Holy Scriptures, but ſuch as are of 
greater Importance and Concernment to be believ'd, 
than others, as being neceſſary to Salvation to bs 
believ'd by us. And are ſtil'd, a Form of found 
Words by the Apoſtle, which he commands us to 
hold faſt, 2 Tim. 1. 13. „ 
. Whar is it to Believe theſe Article? 
An. It is to be ſo throughl firmly perſwa- 
ded of their undoubted Truth, as te be accordingly #1 
Inflyenced, by the Belief thergol, both to a i 4 
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. and to Rely on cnt for the eker E 

France off it. 1 
u. What 5s it to belicve wem alle — 70 

An. Hrſt, It is to aſſent to every one of woe 
great Articles of Gg coma in the A. 
Peſties Creed, that Form of Dottrine which was de. 
If oered to the Chriftians, img nd * Fi It i ie 
to be fully perſinaded of ev 
| Trurks Conant i in each of dS Valet 
A2. The laſt of thoſe Conditions to be p per- 
| form d on your part is, that you obey God's Holy 
Mill and Commandments and walk in the 


| ſame. alt the days of vour Life, Under theſe 
Words, are WD NPR the fall mea ſores, and 


whole extent of Goſpel-Obedience. In order to 
the ſtating of which, Ifrſt tell me, what! it is in 
| > Goſpel Senſe, to eben Sons Holy Will, 


and nme 2 
| t is to pay a Sincere, and Eurit Obe · 


ſ 4 — br all the Laws of the Goſpel. A Sincere 
Obedience, or ſuch as is fincerely paid to God, 
net for other bye Ends. We muſt not dan ihe. 
ay Pray, nor Faſt, to be feen of Men, Matth. 6. 
1, 5, 16. And mire it muſt be, by being the 
Obedience of the whole Man, to the whole Will 
of God. We muſt love, chat is, obey the Eord 
our God, with all the Heart, with all the Soul, with 
all the Strength, Matth. 22. 27, 38. 
i Qu. What is it to walk in the amt af the 
not- 


Daps of our Life? 
J A It is to perlevere in our Obedi 
withſtanding all Temptations to the Contrity, at 
i all times, and to the end of our Lives. He hat 
| | enduretd io the End, ſhalt be ſaved, Marth, 16.22 
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TI. Church Catechiſm. _ 
- Bu, If this be the State of Goſpel- Obedience, 
how then differs the Evangelical from that perfett- 
exact, unſinning Obedience, requit d under the Laws! 
A. It differs Firſt in this, that wncho/en and 
involuntary Sins, which through pure Ignorance, 
and meer Prailty, could not be avoided, are here 
forgiven ; Chriſt, who # our High-Prieft, having 
Compaſſion on them that are Ignorant, and out of 
the way, Heb. 5. 2. And, Secondly, That there is 
peta tor Repentance after the more wilful and 
einous Ttanigreſhons: This being the great and 
comfortable DoQrine of the Goſpel, that Repen- 
tance, and Remiſfion of Sins, ſhould be Preached in 
his Name to all Nations, Luke 24. 47. 1 9 


* LESSON IK. 


9ueft. OU have been hitherto giving ma 

an Account of the Terms of your 
Covenant, both the Mercies on God's part, or what 
is meant by being a Member of Chriſt, a Child of | 
God, and an Inheritor of the Kingdom of Heaven | 
and of the Conditions on n or how you are 
to Rendwnce the Devil, the Warld, and the Fleſh, | 
T2 believe in God, and to obey him. It remains, | 
that for the full Explication of the Covenant of ö 
oy 


4 1 


tell me,Second/v,what a happy State 
Alon this is, to be Receiv'd into Juch a a 
Covenant with God. Thirdly, To declare by whoſe # 
Mediation you obtain'd fuch Grace and Favour. } 
N repteſent by whom you were call'd in- 
do it. And, Laſtly, To ſignifie what infinite Thanks 

you owe unto God, for Calling you into this Statg 


df ng. as all = 41 5 Fond 
are couch'd in theſe wor y | 
our Heavenly F ather, bat he bath called me in- 
40 this State of Salvation, through Feſus Chriſt our 
Saviour. To proceed then: How is it, that being 
enter d into this Covenant, ycu are reſtor d to a 
State of Salvation? 1 
An. Salvation does 5 a Deliverance 
from Danger and Miſery. And 4 State of Sal- 
vation does import the being put into a Condition 
of Safety, where one may be fafe and ſecure, if 
one pleaſes. And having, bynhe Breach of the 
firſt Covenant, been all involv'd under the Con- 
demnaricn of Death, Iz the Day thou eateſt there 
of, thou ſhall ſurely die, Gen. 2. 179. And being 
admitted to Reconciliation, and Favour with God, 
on the Terms- of this ſecond Covenant, our being 
- enter'd into ir,muſt needs be a State of Salvation, 
in a very full and comfortable Senſe. - 
9x. By whoſe Mediation was it that you 
obtain'd- ſuch a Covenant of Grace, and were 
reltor'd thereby into a State of Salvation? | 
An. It was through Jeſus Chriſt our Sa 
biour 3 tor when we were under Condemnation for 
the Breach of our firſt Covenant, whereby we had 
- Rebell'd againſt God, and took part with the 
Devil, which was a moſt miſerable condition; 
then did the Eternal Son of God Sacrifice his own 
Life, ro make Satisfaction to the Divine Juſtice 
for our Sins. He gave himſelf a Ranſom for al. 
I Tim. 2. 6. and did moreover mediate with his 
Father for us, that we might be received into 
Favour upon the Terms now mentioned. Thus 
| he became a Mediator of « better Covenant, whic! 
waar eflabliſhd upon better Promiſes, Heb. - 6. X 
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Lefl. X. * Church Catecihiſni. 21 
Qu. By whom is it that you have been call'd 
into this State of Salvation? N 9 

An. It was our Heavenly Father who hath 
cally us to this ſkate ok Salvation, rough 
Feſws Chrift our Lord. The Father was ſo con- 
cern'd to have us call'd into it, that he ſent the 
Son to be the Saviour of the World, Joh. 4. 15. 
And the Son, as he did wonderfully woe and im- 
porrune his own fooliſh and rebellious Suhjects ta 
come into this happy State, O Feruſalem, Feru- 
ſalem, how often weuld I have gather d thee, as a | 
Hen' gathereth ber Chickens under ber Wings? | 
Matth. 23. 27. ſo he fent his Apoſtles, and other | 
Miniſters, after him, to invite Men to it; as the | 
Father hath ſent me, ſo fend 1 you, Matth 23. 37, 

Qu. And have you not now. infinite reaſon 
beavtil to thank your Heavenly Father, that be | 

ath calPd you to this State of Salvation, through 
Feſws Chrift our Sawour £ big lt 

An. Yes, undoubtedly. And we ought to be 
moſt exceedingly grateful upon a double Account; 
Firſt, As it is in it ſelf a very great Favour, God 
having condeſcended to oblige himſelf by Co- 
venant to confer on us ſuch Benefits, we have the 
utmoſt aſſurance of them. Thus the Apoſtle Heb; 1} 
6, 17, 18, 19, 20. God willing more abundantly ib 

unto the Heirs of Salvation the Immuntabili- | 
ty of bis Copncil, confirmed it by an Oath, or Co- 
venant, that by two immutable things, in which it 
was impoſſible for God to lye, we might haue firong 
Conſolation... Secondly, To be called into a Co- 
venant of Grace through Chriſt, is a /inguliar | 
Favour, which none of the fallen Angels Soy z | 
for Chrift took not upon bim, in order to their Sal- 
vation, the Nature of Angels, but took upart him 
he Seed of Abrabam, Heb. 2. 15, 16. Nor da 


4 Expoſttionofthe Leff. X. 
Mions of Men yet partake of it. But we, for 
our part, are no mere Strangers and Foreigners, 

pur Lelloto Citisent of the Saints, and of 1be Hou 

old of God, Eph 2. 14, 19. U 


e. VO U have now given me an Account 
$ of all that pertains to the nature of 
the Covenant: It is of conſequence alſo, that you 
mould be duly Inſtructed in ſeveral Circumſtantial 
matters belonging to it. And- pray by . what Sa- 
erament or Solemnity was it, that you enter d 
therein? 1 0 * was 14 ag | 
An. In my B mit „wherein J 
made a Member ap 4 Child of God, and an 
Iaberiter of the Kingdem er . wherein I 
engag d to Renounce the Devil, the World, and 
the Fleſh; to believe in God, and obey him. 
Br. Pray let me know the Nature and End of 
Baptiſm, ſo far as it relates to your Entrance into 
the Covenant? en eee 
An. It is an outward Rite or Ceremony of our 
{ Saviour's own Appointment, for the ſolemn ad- 
mitting of Perſons into the Covenant of Grace, 
| Inftitpred by Chriſt for the better Confirmation and 
Aſſurance of its Terms; the Promiſes on God's 
part, and the Conditions on ours, it being thus 
mutually ſealed ro betwixt God and us. ence 
it is calld, the Azfwer, or Stipulation f a good 
If Conſcience towards God, 1 INIT! ot nt; 
2x. How comes it, that, in ſo ſpiritual a Re- 
ligion, as that of our Saviour's, there ſhould be 
tary outward Rite or Ceremony appointed for 
lake AdmiſGon of Perſons: into it! MES, 
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An Becauſe, ſe as outward Solemnitics make the 
greateſt 1 — and are therefore us d in Co- 
Cas 0 eſt Con'equence ; 1a it is more 
eſpecially = to uſe chem in the Admiſſion 
of Perſons into j Holt tous Covenant. And there- 
1 24 in all Relig true, and falſe, Perſons 
have been rs pi therein by. ſomething of this 
nature, The 1/rae/ites, by Circumciſion; The Pa- 
anc, by Purgations, or Waſhings. And our Sa- 
viour made choice of this oilWa/hrzg,as being more 
ſigniſicative of Chriſtian LD ;- and has en- 
Join'd- it. to be us d, as of Neceſſity, 1 | 
that except a Man be horn of W ater, an | 
Spirit, he cannot enter imo t Kada 2 FGod, 


Jon. 3. 
9%. You lay, hat this outward Rite of Bapriſm, 
was ot. for the better aſſurance both of . 
Mercier on God's part, and Conditions on Nh 
is it ſo, that hereby both Parties are better ſecur d? 
An. Ves. Becauſe: this is as it wete the ſeal- 
ing of the Covenant on both ſides. And as to 
the Mercies on God's patt, it is quite a different 
{tate to depend for a Reward meerly upon the 
Merits of our own Righteouſneſs, and on = ſure 
Title to the Forgiveneſs of Sin, — the Rewards 
5 — . accrue by Vertue ofa Covenamt- 
in which latter Caſe, God will be 
10 Or & reckon himſelf in Juſtice bound, to forgive | | 
246 dur Sine, 1 John 1. 9. And we ſpall bave | | 
Right to the Tree of Life, Rev. 22. 14. 
Qu. And are there. greater Obligations b | 
performance of thols | 
Conditions on Man's part? - 


ariſing from thence to rhe 

An. There are vaſt Obligations which ue 
n us from the Meri of the” Leu but 
"= | ., Eſpecially. 


Fa An Expoſtioyof ell. x. 


elpecially from our Vow in Baptiſm, faithful! 
MM con ientiouſly to e erde ; 
- By. How do the Mercies of the Covenant 


oblige you? © - 


A. I. As a Member of Chriſt's Chprth, I am 


more particularly 0088's becauſe the Church of 
ay 


Chriſt is 2 ſelected of Perſons call'd and 


| choſen out of the World, to live another ſort: of 


Life than what the World is accuſtomed to. J 
are a thoſen Generation, a peculiar People, that 
ye ſhould ſhew forth the Praiſes of hin, who hath 


calld you out of Darkneſs into his marvellous 


| 
. 
it 


| 

. 
| 
It; 


Ci. 
f 
| 


| Kingdom 
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| Light, 1 Pet. 2.9. 2. Aga Child of God, I am 


more ſtrictly oblig'd, the "Apoſtle conjuring us 
thereunto rom this Confideration, as obedient 
Children, not faſhioning your Jefves according to 


| the former 1 but as be | % bath calPd you is 


Holy, ſo be ye. holy in all manner of Converſation, 
1 Fer. 1. yy And, 3. As Inheritors of the 

of Heaven, we are bound ; for if the 
'ExpeQations of a temporal Inheritance will en- 


gage a Perſon to be careful to pleaſe his Father, 
' what muſt an Inheritance laid © up in Heaven, 2 


Crown of Life, which is enſurd only to ſuch as 


: 


are faithful unto Death? Rev. 2. 10. 
. What Obligations lie upon you from your 


Promiſe and Vo made in Baptiſm? ? 
A. The greateſt poſſible; for a Vow is a ſo- 


lemn Promiſe made unto God, whereby we do in 


'a peculiar manner engage our ſelves unto him, 
to the performance of ſomething. And having 
devoted our ſelves to God, we muſt beware ot 


[| withdrawing our Setvice, remembring what "the- 
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wiſe Man Cautions, Eccifſ. 5. 5. Pay that which 
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Execution of thoſe Vows and Promiſes made in 
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LE S SON XI. 
57 O U have now declared the nature 
a of the Covenant, the Sacrament 
whereby you enter'd into it, and the Obligations 
upon you to perform it. Pray by what means ſhall 
you be enabled to perform ite 1 

An. 1. By akin a firm Reſolut ion, ſu Iwill. 
2. By the Help and Grace of God; And by God's | 

elp /o Il. 3. By Prayer for the Divine Al. 

ſtance; And J pray unto God to give me his 
o een 
Qu. The firſt * vou ſay, is a Holy and 
Chriſtian Relolution. Pray, wherein does Chri- 
{tian Reſolution cenſiſt? | . "1 
Ax. It is a peremptory, but rational Deter- | 
mination; of the Will, to a vigorous and ſpeedy 


Baptiſm, notwithſtanding all Tomptacions to the 


_— WW —” 
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grown publick and common. And, 5. Solemn it my}, 


contrary, and this publickly, and ſolemnly declared. 
24. Mult all theſe Particulars go to make up 
a Chriſtian Reſolution? 28 dA, 1 
Ax. 1. It muſt be a Determination of the Will 
that is fixt and peremptory, not like thoſe be 
halt betrwixt God and aal, 1 Kings 18. 21. 2. 
It mult be a rational Reſolve, not an Obſtmacy,/ 
or Stubbornneſs, without, or contrary to Reaſon. | 
3. It muſt be vigorous and ſpeedy, ſo as to pro- 
ceed to put the Matter reſolv'd upon forthwitn 
into Execution; like David, who having thought | 
«pon God's Ways, made hafte, and delayed not to 
keep bis Commandments, Plal. 119. 60. 4. Pub- 
lick it muſt be, eſpecially when Wickedneſs is 


r Hoi ef ile Lell. Xt. 
Wy by being confirm'd_at the Sacrament; I wi/! 
| rake the Cup of Salvation, and call upon the Name 
of the Lord. I will pay my Vows unto the Lord 
now in the Preſence of all bis People, Pfal. 116. 
ar ien 
24. And will a Reſolution thus form'd con- 
duce much to the Performance of our Baptiſmal 
Covenant? Ae mee 
An, Yes. For, firſt, It is a great ſtep to the 
. of any thing, to be fully refoly'd ; 
ut in this caſe, where we are to Reſiſt the Devil, 
the World, and the Fleſb, It is a moſt neceſſary 
means: Wherefore, we are bid refolutely 20 pur 
on the whole Armour of God, that we may be able 
ro ſtand in the evil Day, Eph. 6. 13, 14. To cut 
off owr right Hands, and pluck out our right Eyes, 
Matth. 5. 29. 2d/y, And Reſolutions publickly, 
and ſolemnly made, will be {till more Powerful. 
Hence Moſes, Deut. 26. 17, 18. Thou haſt vouch- 
bed the Lord this Day to be thy God, and to walk 
in bis Ways.' And the Lord bath vouched thee to 
| be bis peculiar Servant, that thou ſpouldeſt keep 
all bis Commandments. RO SO STi on, | 
2e. Are theſe Reſolutions to be made in cor- 
E fidence of our own Strength, or in Virtue of the 
Grace and Aſſiſtance of God helping ot us ? Be 
Cauſe it is ſaid, And by his Help fo J will. 
Ax. In Virtue of the Divine Melp no doubt, 
for naturally we are very Weak and Impotert to 
all Good, there being a Law in our Members 
ring againſt the Law in our Minds, and bring- 
ut into Captivity to the Law of Sin, which is 


Fan our Members, Rom.'7. 2 
. What mean you by God's Help? Or the 
Divine Grace and Aſfiſtance?d? 1 


- 
+ 
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An. The ſecret, Power and Eflica of the Dl. 
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vine Spirit, accompanying the Word in the Mind 
and Will; by. means whereof; the Goſpel "does, 
more readily and effectually work upon both, to 
the renewing-of them, and to the reſtoring the 
Image of God into the Soul; namely, that Righ- 
Nx eos and Purity, which we had loſt by our 
nene ene ee: | 1 
Q. How does God help or aſſiſt us 
An. Always in ſuch. meaſures as are propor- 
tionable to the Neceſſities of the Church. In the 
firſt Ages, the Occaſions being extraordinary, he be- 
ſtow'd upon kis Apoſtles and others, divers extraor- 
dinary Gifts, vis. Of Miracles, Prophecy, tdiſ- 
cerning of Spirits, divers Lindt of Tongues, and 
tbe Interpretation of Tongues, 1 Cor. 12. 10. Bur 
in latter Ages, ſince the Goſpel is eſtabliſhed, he 
aftords only his ordinary Aſſiſlances. But yet theſe 
extenſively ſo large, and. intenſively ſo ſtrong, 
that nowthſtanding our natural Weakneſs, we 
can do all Things through Chriſt that flrengthen- 
eth us, Phil. 4. 13; np OT 08 


Qu. Row hall you obtain this Divine Aſfi- 
ſtance, whereby you may be enabled to perform 
Zenger Ä 

Az. By Praping ta Son ta giue me his 

Grace, I may continue, or perſevere, ttt - | 

the muß une m ves end. 

2%. What mean you by Prayer ? WWF" 1 

An. In the largeſt ſenſe, thereby is meant any 
Addreſſes made uno God, as well Confeſrons and 

Thankſeiunes, as Petitions and Interceſſions, as 
appears. in the Inſtance of the Phariſce and che 
Publican, Luke 18. 10. S 

D. And does Prayer contribute any thing to- 
wards enabling you to perform your Covenant 
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A, Expoſtion of the Les. XII. 


An. Ves, divers ways. 1ſt, As it does morally 


| diſpoſe us to be Obedient unto God. 2d, As {t 
| naturally enforces us to be Faithful towards him 


for he who turns away his Ear from hearing the 


| Law, his Prayer ſhall be even an Abomination 10 
| tbe Lord, Prov. 28. 9. And, 3d!y, As it procures 


the Grace and Help of God, withoat which we 


it has been ſome. conſiderable time 


I 


cannot perform it; for if we being Evil, know 
how to give good Gifts to our Children, bow much 
more ſball our heavenly Father groe the Holy 
Spirit to them that as him? Luke 11. 13, 


* 
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ILE SSON XII 
Nucl. ESE Words of your Catechiſm, 
I. wherein J was made, imply, That 


1 


e you 
being 


enter d into Covenant with God. A 


| cuſtomary in the Church to Iniriate into the Co- 


venant the Children of Believing Parents, even 
in their Infancy ; pray, How will you juſtifie that 
TTY Uo ALA | 

An. From the 1/t of Cor. 7. 14. where the 
Children even of one Believing Parent, are ac- 


counted Holy; a Phraſe known to ſignify ſuch as 
are in Covenant with God, asa 


pears, 1 Pet. 2. 9. 
ave you to ſup- 


eafons h 


Qu. what farther Reaſons 
port this Practice? 5 


An. The fix following: 1/7, Becauſe Infants were 


Initiated by Circumciſion into that Evangelical 
Covenant made with Abrabam, which as it was 
the ſame in Subſtance with this contained in the 


| Goſpel. {o coery Male Child of eight days old vas 


to be Circumcisd into it, Gen. 17. 12. 2dly, AS 
Infants were Circumgis'd into that Evangelical 


7 1 , 


who, ſince they Baptis 


1. 7 2 1 F Churck echt MM. ts. ad? - 


Covenant delivered by for a 
ficiently known that they were Circumcis d, ſo 


St. Pau tells ns, 1 Cor. 10. 1, 2. that they were 


alſo Baptis d; A orr Fathers were under the 


Cloud, and all paſſed through the Sea, and were all © 

Baptisd unto | 

doubt to have been the Intention of our Saviour, 
that Children ſhould continue to be initiated into 

the Chriſtian Church by Bapriſm, he having a- 
dopted the Fewi/h Rite of Baptiſm for the Sa- 
crament of Initiation, without excluding Chil- 


oſes. 3dly, It ſeems beyond all 


dren from being Baptis d. 4zb/y, And agrecably 
to the Mind of their Maſter, the Baptiſing of 
Infants into the Covenant of Grace was in all 
probability. practiſed by the Apoſtles of Chriſt, 

d whole Hou/ho/ds, Atts 
16.15,1: Cor. 1. 16. in all probability they Baptis d. 
ſome Children in them. 52b/y,It is very agreeable 
to the Ends and Reaſon of Baptiſm, and the nature 
of the Covenant of Grace, that Intants ſhould be 


Covenant made with Abraham, ſo they were both 
Circumcts'd, and alſo 1 oe into that Les 
Net; s it is fut- 


Baptis d into it: For that Children may be Enſtat- 


ed in Privileges, no one will deny: And that 
they may be bound to Conditions, is apparent 
from Deut. 29. 10, 11, 12. and is commonly pra: 
Qiſed. And laffly, It is to be accounted a very 
great Privilege and Advantage. to thoſe Infants, 


who have been ſo early enter'd irto Covenant | 


with God, both . becauſe the force of the firſt 
Covenant is thereby cancelled as to them, and 


they are alſo thecby early engag d in the Service | 
of God. ana ain anmg 


RRC n 
. The Perſons that introduc'd you to Bap: 
im an gave. ou gour News, who id. ep 
promiſe and vow, or Covenant for you, are call'd 


1 4% 44 5 * * 
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e and God-mothers. Fray what 
0 you underſtand by them? © 
They are in the nature of Sureties and 
Bondimen being a Collateral Security joined to- 
her with the natural Parents in behalf of their 
hildren, which are enter'd into Covenant with 


his Church, wha: they will be Inſtrumental and 
aſſiſting in begetting theſeChildrtn toGod;they are 


| cherefore call'd Godfathers and Sad mothers. 


Au. What! is the utmoſt that their Office im- 
= 


An. 1. An Eng gagement to Chriſt and his | 


Church, in the behalf of rhe Baptis'd Infant, 
that ſo ſoon as he becomes Capable, he ſhall be 
Inſtructed in his Covenant, 2. That heſhall be 
' admoniſhed to live according to it. 3. That he 
* ſhall be brought before the Biſhop and the Church 
at Confirmation, there ſolerinly to declare his 
fincete Intentions, o behave himſe lf fairhfully 
in his Covenant. 


2. So then che Reaſon of having God fathers 
and Gov-mothers i is 5 To Repreſent: „To 
Engage for og” wget Ba priſm? 

A. Les. rh is 4 very requific te, if 


zit were Nt 10 ha better Onder and 99 
of ſo Divine an Adminiftration ; that as Go 
his Miniſter enſures meſtimable Benefirs on 
Part; fo the Child, by ſome Proxy, ſhould 2 
| prelly engage to perform fuch Conditions as are 
requir'd on his. 2d!y, And it go! 175 as gfear Con- 
| cernment to the Church, as it is to any other 
Body or Society of Men, that whoever is admit - 
ed into it, ſhould give good Security, that he live 
4 as FY be moſt 70 the Ld, and Intereſt of it. 
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| God. And being they are Securites to God and 
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2 But. is it ſufficient to juſtifie a 


An. The Articles of Faith neceſſary to be be- 
liev'd, and the Duties neceſſary to be prattis'd, 
muſt be expreſly, declared in Scripture. But as 
to ſuch Modes and Circumſtances as are requiſite 
for Order and Decency in the Worſhip of God, 
and the greater Solemnity of Divine Adminiſtra- 
tions, it is wholly left to the. Reaſon and Diſ- 


| ny Inſtitu · 
tion in the Church, that ir is Reaſonable 


cretion of Church. Governors to appoint ſuch. in 


which Caſe, ſhould any be refractory in acting 


otherwiſe, they will incur the Reprehenſion of 


the Apoſtle; But if any be Contentious, he means 
in oppoſing received Uſages, we babe no ſucly 
Cuſtom, nor the Churches of God, 1 Cor. 11. 16. 

2x. But can you prove out of Scripture, that 


there is Power and Authority given by Chriſt ro 


the Governors of the Church, to make ſuch Rea- 
ſonable Conſtitutions as they ſhall think ſit for 


the greater Order and Decency of Divine Wor- 


ſhip, and for the better Edification of the Souls 
of Men? | ang. e 


An. Yes. For God has committed it to their: 
Care, that all things in Church- Aſſemblies ſhou/4 


be done to Edifying, 1 Cor. 14. 26. And that all 
Things ſhould be done decently, and in order 
Ver. 40. Which Commands being only general, 


without , particularly expreſſing all the Ways , 


whereby. thoſe . things may be provided for, he 
muſt 7 neceſſity be ana 4 to leave it to the 


and Places( which in theſe Things do often vary) 
they in their Wiſdom ſhould think to be moſt Pg 

decent, and orderly to be obſerved. And the 
People be commanded to obey them that ſhould haue 


vi 


ile Rule quer them, Heb. 3, . And | 


Diſeretion of Church Governots to appoint what, 
acconding to the Cuſtom, and Change of Times 


in the behalf of the Chil 


* "An Expoſeron of the, "Rec. Lell. XII. 
Be.” And does it appear that this 1 


4 15 the Church, as to Got-fathers and Sod⸗ 
mothers, 


is ſerviceable to the purpoſes of De. 
and Edification ? © 


CEN 
4 Yes arc wh Al For 1 ſt, as the nature 
of their Office is ſolemnly and vely to anſwet 


and to be'a Collateral 
Security to the Churc h of God * his pious Edu- 


cation; 5 it is well known, that many owe it 


| whollvto them, when either their Parents have 


veglecdedi it, or have ad before 16 could have 
n care of chem. 
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